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6. 04.01 Rabies vaccination All dogs over there ( 3) months of age which are owned, kept
or harbored within the city limits of Clarksville shall be vaccinated against rabies once each year

according to A.C.A. 20- 19- 202. A durable metal tag signifying a current vaccination must be

attached to the dog' s collar and worn at all times, and is not transferable from one dog to another.
Ord. No. 148, Art. 1.)
6. 04. 02 Owner identification
A.

In addition to the rabies vaccination tag, all dogs must be identified as to name
and address of the owner by means of a durable and permanent tag or plate

securely attached to the collar or harness of the dog.
B.

It shall be the responsibility of the owner to see that the rabies vaccination and
owner identification tags are kept current and are worn by their dog(s) at all times.
Ord. No. 148, Art. II.)
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6. 04. 03 Confinement of dofzs An owner of a dog, whether vaccinated or unvaccinated,

identified or unidentified, shall confine such dog within an adequate fence or enclosure or within

a house, garage, or other building, or shall confine such dog by a chain or leash affixed tot h

dog' s collar and attached to a stationary object adequate to prevent the dog from running at large.
It shall be the duty of any owner or keeper of any dog to keep such dog under such control as to:
A.

Prevent such dog from becoming a danger to persons or property, or trespassing
upon another person' s property without that person' s permission, and

B.

Prevent such dog from running at large upon the streets, sidewalks, alleys, parks
or other public places of

the city. ( Ord.

No. 148, Art. III.)

6. 04. 04 Impoundment
A.

Any dog at large or otherwise in violation of the provisions of this code may be

impounded in the city animal shelter in a humane manner for a period of not less

than seven( 7) days. If within such time an animal so impounded has not been
reclaimed by its owner in accordance with the provisions of this code, such
animal shall become the absolute property of the Animal Control Authority,
which may convey ownership of such animal to any responsible person as
provided herein, or the Animal Control Authority may humanely destroy such
animal.

B.

The Aminal Control Authority shall make a reasonable effort to notify the owner

of any dog impounded in the animal shelter that the dog has been impounded, the
manner by which it may be reclaimed, and that the dog may be destroyed or
become the property of the Animal Control Authority as provided herein.
C.

Notwithstanding any provisions of this code to the contrary, the Animal Control
Authority may refuse to release any animal impounded in the shelter for rabies or
contagious disease quarantine, or for use as evidence in a criminal prosecution,

for such time period as the Animal Control Authority may determine.
D.

Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary, the Animal Control
Authority may humanely destroy any dog impounded in the animal shelter upon
the written opinion of a licensed veterinarian that destruction of the animal is

necessary to prevent disease or injury to other animals or humans, or due to the
fact that the dog has sustained an injury or disease which will likely result in
maiming

prolonged or severe

suffering,
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6. 04.05 Reclaiming impounded dogs.
A.

The owner of a dog impounded in the animal shelter may reclaim the animal upon
presenting evidence satisfactory to the Animal Control Authority of compliance
with all provisions of this code, and upon payment of fees and charges.

B.

Fees for reclaiming impounded dogs shall be set by the City Council, and may be
reviewed and changed from time to time.

C.

The owner of an animal impounded in the animal shelter shall be liable for all

assessed fees and charges, notwithstanding the destruction or adoption of the
animal. (

Ord. No. 371, Sec. 1.)

6. 04. 06 Adoption. The Animal Control Authority may convey ownership ( permit
adoption) of any dog which has become the property of the Authority as above provided, to any

responsible person subject to such conditions as may be prescribed by the Animal Control
Authority, including the following:
A.

Payment of all assessed fees and charges, and

B.

Evidence satisfactory to the Animal Control Authority that the animal will
be

vaccinated and

identified

as

herein

provided. (

Ord. No. 148, Art. VI)

Ord. No. 371, Sec. 2.)

6. 04. 07 Enforcement responsibility.
A.

The provisions of this code shall be enforced by the appropriate city employee or

contractor, as designated by the Mayor and City Council.
B.

No person shall interfere with, hinder, or molest the Animal Control Authority in
the performance of its duty, or seek to release any animal in custody of the
Authority, except as herein provided.

C.

The Animal Control Authority and officers of the Clarksville Police Department
are hereby authorized to issue a citation to any person for violation of any
provision of this code. The citation shall be in a form approved by the Clarksville
Municipal Court, shall designate the offenses charged, and shall require the

person so charged to appear before the Clarksville Municipal Court on a date
certain to answer the charges therein contained.

D.

Any person violating any provision of this code shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less than
Twenty- Five

Dollars ($ 25. 00)

nor more

than

One Hundred Dollars' ($ 100. 00);

and if such violation be continued, each day's violation shall be a separate offense.
Ord. No. 148, Art. VII)
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CHAPTER 6. 08

DANGEROUS DOGS
Sections:
6. 08. 01

Identification and definition

6. 08. 02

6. 08. 04

Procedure for declaring a dog dangerous
Keeping of dangerous dogs
Violation of conditions by dangerous dog

6. 08. 05

Notification of declaration or order of destruction

6. 08. 06

Destruction

6. 08. 07

Appeal

6. 08. 08

Continuation of dangerous dog declaration

6. 08. 03

6.08. 01 Identification and definition To respond to the increasing threat of potentially

dangerous dogs, and to the failure of owners to properly control such dogs, the city hereby

establishes a procedure to define, identify, and protect against dangerous dogs.
Definition

A.

Dangerous dogs means any dog which attacks or otherwise initiates aggressive
physical contact upon any person or domestic animal, when such person or

domestic animal is peaceably conducting himself in any place where he may
lawfully be at the time of such contact. A dog is not necessarily dangerous when
displaying normal aggression towards another animal such as a cat.

A dog may be declared dangerous as a result of attack upon meter readers, postal

or delivery personnel, or trespassing children. It is the responsibility of owner or
custodian of such potentially dangerous dog to protect such persons from harm by
securely confining or otherwise controlling the dog.

A dog' s breed shall not be considered in determining whether or not it is declared
dangerous"—
1.

further, no dog shall be declared dangerous if:

The dog was protecting or defending a person within the immediate
vicinity from an attack or assault.
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2.

The person attacked was teasing, tormenting, or abusing the dog or its
offspring.

3.

The domestic animal attacked was on the property of the owner or
custodian of

the

dog. ( Ord. No. 2013- 705, Sec. 5.)

6.08. 02 Procedure for declaring a dog dangerous
A.

Any adult person, or guardian in the case of a minor, may request that a dog be
classified as dangerous as defined 6. 08. 01, by submitting a sworn, written
complaint on a form approved by the city. Any city official receiving a report of

an alleged dangerous dog shall immediately inform the complainant of his right to
submit such an affidavit of complaint. All records of complaints are property of

the city of Clarksville and will be kept on file in the city' s Administration Office.
B.

hereby created by this ordinance a" Hearing Panel," subject to judicial
review, to receive and act upon affidavits described above. The Panel shall
There is

consist of the Mayor or his designate, the Chief of Police or his designate, and the

Animal Control Authority Director or his designate.
C.

The Hearing Panel shall convene immediately upon receiving affidavit as
described above. Two members may convene if the third member is not
available. The Panel shall take the following steps:
1.

Determine from the facts available if the dog should be immediately

impounded by the Animal Control Authority, as an imminent danger. In
that instance the Panel will notify the owner to surrender the dog or
request warrant to seize the dog if necessary to ensure safety.
2.

Schedule a hearing to be held within three ( 3) business days, to determine
The owner of the dog and the
complainant shall be notified on forms approved and shall sign for

the declaration

of"

Dangerous."

acknowledgment of service.

3.

At a hearing, all interested persons shall be given the opportunity to

present evidence on the issue of the dog' s dangerousness. Criteria to be
considered include, but are not limited to the following:
a.

Provocation

b.

Severity of attack or injury to person or domestic animal
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C.

d.
e.

f.
D.

Previous aggressive history of the dog
Observable behavior of the dog
Site and circumstances of the incident, and
Statements from interested parties.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Panel may:
1.

Determine that the dog is not dangerous, and, if the dog is impounded,
upon payment of fees incurred and proof of vaccination by a licensed

veterinarian, release the dog to its owner. If the dog is required to be
quarantined, the owner will be responsible for paying all costs associated

with the quarantine prior to the dog begin released.
2.

Determine that the dog is dangerous and if the dog is not impounded,
impound the dog immediately. Upon impoundment the following
procedure shall be followed:

a.

The owner may immediately relinquish all claims to the dog and
will then be responsible for only the fees incurred for care and
confinement of the animal during the time prior to the hearing.

b.

The owner may reclaim the dog upon satisfactory proof of
compliance with the requirements for keeping a dog declared
dangerous, as set out in 6. 08. 03. The dog will be released as
follows:
1)

2)

When the owner notifies the Police Department and it is
determined that the requirements for the keeping of a
dangerous dog have been met;

When the dog has been altered and has received all
required vaccinations;

3)

When the owner has paid all fees associated with the

altering proce3dure, vaccinations and care of his/her dog.
C.

The owner must be in full compliance with the codes regarding the

keeping of a dangerous dog within ten( 10) days from the date of
declaration or the Panel may cause the dog to be humanely
destroyed. If the owner does not plan to reclaim the dog they

should notify the Hearing Panel immediately so as to not incur
further costs. The fees associated with impoundment, whether the

dog is reclaimed or unclaimed, shall remain the responsibility of
the owner.
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Determine that the dog is dangerous and cannot be safely released and
order

its humane destruction according to

procedures set out

herein. ( Ord.

No. 2013- 705, Sec. 6.)

6.08. 03 Keepingoff dangerous dog The keeping of a dog which has been declared
dangerous according to procedure described herein, shall be subject to the following
requirements:

A.

Leash No person having charge, custody, control or possession of a dangerous
dog shall allow the dog to exist its kennel, pen or other proper enclosure unless
such dog is securely attached to a leash not more than four( 4) feet in length. No
such person shall permit a dangerous dog to be kept on a chain, rope or other type
of leash outside its kennel or pen unless a person capable of controlling the dog is
in physical control of the leash.

B.

Muzzle It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper of a dangerous dog to allow
the dog to be outside of its proper enclosure unless it is necessary for the dog to
receive veterinary care or exercise. In such cases, the dog shall wear a properly
fitted muzzle to prevent it from biting humans or other animals. Such muzzle
shall not interfere with the dog' s breathing or vision.

C.

Confinement Except when leashed and muzzled as provided in this section, a

dangerous dog shall be securely confined indoors or confined in a locked pen or
other secure enclosure that is suitable to prevent the entry of children and is
designed to prevent the dog from escaping. The enclosure shall include shelter
and protection from the elements and shall provide adequate exercise room, light

and ventilation. The enclosed structure shall be kept in a clean and sanitary
condition and shall meet the following requirements:
1.

The structure must have secure sides and a secure top, or all sides must be
at least eight( 8) feet high.

2.

The structure must have a bottom permanently attached to the sides, or the
sides must be embedded not less than one ( 1) foot into the ground; and

3.

The structure must be of such material and closed in such a manner that

the dog cannot exit the enclosure on its own or children or other persons
cannot enter the enclosure without knowledge of dog' s owner.
4.

The structure shall meet city building codes as to setback and position on
the lot as required for" accessory building" set out in Ord. No. 2000- 402.
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Indoor confinement No dangerous dog shall be kept on a porch, patio, or in any
part of a house or structure that would allow the dog to exit such a building on its
own volition. In addition, no such dog shall be kept in a house or structure when

the windows or screen doors are the only obstacle preventing the dog from exiting
the structure.

E.

Signs All owner, keepers or harborers of dangerous dogs shall display in a
prominent place on their premises a sign easily readable by the public using the
words "
Beware of Dog."

F.

Conditions of release A dog declared dangerous shall not be released to the

owner until its identification is ensured by means of a microchip implanted by a
licensed veterinarian and proof of activation and until the dog is altered. Costs of
this procedure shall be added to the impoundment fees and paid by the owner
before release.

This microchip identification shall be in addition to a specific description and

photograph provided by the Animal Control Authority, all of which shall be kept
in the official records by the Hearing Panel.
G.

Notification of escape The owner of a dog declared dangerous shall immediately
notify the Animal Control Authority, City Police, or City Hall if the dog escapes
from its enclosure and is at large. Such immediate notification is also required if

the dog bites or attacks a person or domestic animal.
H.

Change of ownership Any owner of a dangerous dog who sells or otherwise
transfers ownership or location of the dog shall, within ten( 10) business days
after such change, provide written notification of the name, address, and

telephone number of the new owner to the Hearing Panel, through City Hall. If

shall also be the responsibility of the person transferring ownership or custody to
provide written notification of the dog' s classification as dangerous and

conditions for its confinement to the person receiving the dog.
I.

Failure to comply It shall be unlawful and punishable as a misdemeanor for any
owner of a dog declared dangerous by the procedure set out in this ordinance to
fail to comply with the requirements and conditions ordered by the Hearing Panel.
Said misdemeanor shall be punishable by a fine of not less than One Hundred
Dollars ($ 100. 00),

and not more

than One Thousand Dollars ($ 1, 000. 00) and if

such violation shall continue, each day' s violation shall be a separate offense.
Any dog found to be in violation of such conditions shall be subject to immediate
seizure and

impoundment,

and a second

705, Sec. 7.)
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6. 08. 04 Violation
A.

of conditions

by

dangerous

dog

A dangerous dog which is found to be in violation of the conditions of its initial

release, or which is the subject of a complaint of further attack or injury, shall be
immediately seized and impounded.
B.

The Hearing Panel shall convene, following the procedure as set out in 6. 08.03
3), and conduct a Violation Hearing. At its conclusion the Panel may:
1.

Determine that the circumstances warrant a conditional release to the
owner, after provision of:

a.

Evidence satisfactory to the Panel that no further violations will
occur; and

b.
2.

Payment of all fees and costs incurred by the impoundment.

Order the destruction of the dog, as provided by the terms of this
ordinance.

(

Ord. No. 2001- 435, Sec. 4.)

6. 08. 05 Notification of declaration or order of destruction
A.

The Hearing Panel, within 48 hours after its determination, shall notify the owner
of the dog of its findings, conditions, or order of destruction. Notification shall be
by personal service or certified letter, mailed within two (2) business days.

B.

If the Hearing Panel determines that the owner of a dog that has been seized
pursuant to this ordinance, cannot be located after due diligence the Panel may
order the dog impounded for at least five( 5) business days. After that time if the
owner fails to claim the
dog, the Panel may order its humane destruction. ( Ord.
No. 2001- 435, Sec. 5.)

6. 08. 06 Destruction
A.

The Hearing Panel may order the destruction of a dog that it determines to be
extremely dangerous to public health or safety, based upon its vicious behavior, or
a dog declared dangerous whose owner is unable or unwilling to adequately
restrain it.

B.

The Hearing Panel shall give written notice as set out in Section V of the order of
destruction. The dog will be held for ten( 10) business days after receipt of notice
by owner, to allow time for appeal as provided in 6.08. 07. If notice of appeal is
not received within ten( 10) days, the dog shall be humanely destroyed.
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The dog owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other

fees as may be required for the city to humanely and safely keep the dog during
any legal proceeding.
6. 08. 07 Appeal
A.

The decision of the Hearing Panel as to declaration of dangerousness, or order of

humane destruction, shall be final unless the dog owner applies to court of
competent jurisdiction for any remedies that may be available within ten( 10) days
after receiving notice of the order.
B.

If an appeal is timely filed, the Panel shall suspend its declaration of

dangerousness, or its order of destruction, pending the final determination of the
court. The appeal hearing must be a trial de novo, and shall be a civil proceeding
for the

purpose of

affirming

or

reversing the

order of

the

Hearing

Panel. ( Ord.

No. 2013- 705, Sec. 8.)

6. 08. 08 Continuation of dangerous dog declaration
A.

Any dog that has been declared dangerous by any agency of department of this
city, another municipality, county, or state shall be subject to the provisions of
this ordinance for the remainder of its life. The person owning or having custody
of any dog designated as a dangerous dog by any municipality, county, or state
government shall notify the Hearing Panel of the dog' s address and conditions of
maintenance within ten( 10) days of moving the animal into the city of
Clarksville. The restriction and conditions of maintenance of any dog declared

dangerous by this city, another municipality, county, or state shall remain in force
while the dog remains in the city.
B.

Failure to notify the Hearing Panel as required herein shall constitute a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, a person shall be punishable by a fine of not
less than One Hundred Dollars ($ 100. 00) nor more than One Thousand Dollars
1, 000. 00).

If such violation shall continue, each day' s violation shall be a
separate offense. Also any such dog shall be subject to immediate seizure until
such time that the provisions of this code have been complied with.

op
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CHAPTER 6. 12

OTHER ANIMALS AND FOWL

i
Sections:
6. 12. 01

Horses, cows, mules, goats and hoofed livestock

6. 12. 02

Hogs and sheep

6. 12. 03

Diseased animals

6. 12. 04

Releasing animals

6. 12. 05

Fowl

6. 12. 06

Cruelty to animals

6. 12. 07

Nuisance animals
Wild or exotic animals

6. 12. 08

6. 12. 01 Horses, cows mules goats and hoofed livestock
A.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain or permit to run at large
within the corporate limits of the city, any cows and/ or horses except as provided

in this chapter. The violation of this section is hereby declared to be a Class " C"
misdemeanor. It shall be the duty of the proper law enforcement official to
enforce the provisions hereof.
B.

The keeping within the corporate limits of the city of Clarksville, Arkansas, of
cows, horses, mules, goats, or other large hoofed domestic animals shall be
allowed subject to the following provisions:
1.

The owner or keeper shall provide one ( 1) acre of open pasture per two (2)
such animals or combination thereof, with a minimum of one ( 1) acre for

first such animal.
2.

The owner of keeper shall maintain a fence which is adequately
constructed to safely contain such animals.

3.

No such animals may be kept within one hundred ( 100) feet of any
residence or business, excluding the residence or business of the person
owning or keeping the animal.

4.

The provisions of this section shall be applied prospectively only and shall
not affect the status of fencing or housing that are in place as of the date of
the passage of this ordinance, the same being October 10, 2011.
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The keeping of horses and cows in enclosures as herein provided within the limits
of the city shall be under the supervision and control of the proper law
enforcement official.
Should any of the enclosures become harbors for breeding

flies, mosquitoes and rats, or should they become unsanitary, obnoxious,
unhealthful and/ or discomforting to any of the citizens of the city because of
conditions created by keeping of said animals, the proper law enforcement
official, upon investigating and finding any such conditions to exist, shall serve
written notice on the owners or keepers of the premises as to the conditions

thereof by delivering a copy ofthe notice to the owner or keeper, or by posting
same in a conspicuous place on the premises, and if within five (5) days after

service of notice said owner or keeper has not corrected the conditions, the City
Attorney is authorized to institute an action in a court of competent jurisdiction to
abate same as a nuisance.

( Ord.

No. 2011- 630, Sec. 1.)

6. 12. 02 Hogs and sheep Notwithstanding any other provisions relating to animals
contained herein, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep any hogs or sheep within the city
limits of Clarksville, Arkansas. Violation of this section shall be a Class" C" misdemeanor.
Ord. No. 2011- 631, Sec. l.)

6. 12. 03 Diseased animals No person shall be allowed to transport into this city any
animal infected with a contagious disease.

6. 12. 04 Releasing animals It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly release any
animal in any public place within the corporate limits of the city.

6. 12. 05 Fowl The keeping within the corporate limits of the city of Clarksville,
Arkansas, of any fowl, which includes but is not limited to chickens, ducks, guineas, geese or

other fowl, shall be allowed, subject to the following provisions and restrictions:
A.

Any chickens, ducks, guineas, pheasant, quail or other small fowl shall be kept in
an area containing a minimum of two (2) acres. No such fowl may be kept within

one hundred( 100) feet of any residence or business, excluding the residence or
business of the person owning or keeping the fowl. The fowl shall be kept in an
appropriate pen with a top, bottom, and sides to prevent the fowl from running at
large.
B.

A single family residence that does not meet the minimum acreage requirements
set out in subsection( A),
shall be permitted to keep a maximum of three ( 3) small

fowl provided they are kept in an appropriate pen. All pens must possess a top,
bottom and sides to prevent running at large.
C.

No roosters may be kept under any circumstances except as provided for in the
exclusions set out herein.
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It shall be unlawful to keep large fowl of any kind including, but not limited to
ostrich, emu, peacock or turkey within the corporate limits of the city of
Clarksville, Arkansas.

E.

None of the provisions or restrictions set forth in A-D above shall apply to the
following, which are excluded from said provisions and restrictions:
1.

Any tract of land containing ten( 10) or more contiguous acres.

2.

Any commercial operation for the processing of poultry, including
chickens and turkeys.

F.

Violation of this section shall be a Class " C" misdemeanor.
Ord. No. 2012- 675, Sec. 1.)

6. 12. 06 Cruelty to animals If any person shall drive, overload, torture, torment, deprive
of necessary sustenance or cruelly beta or needlessly mutilate or kill any animal, he shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor.

6. 12. 07 Nuisance animals
A.

Nuisance animals are defined as animals which:
1.

Molest passersby or passing vehicles; or

2.

Attack other animals; or

3.

Trespass on any private or public property; or
Are repeatedly found running loose; or
Damage private or public property; or
Bark, whine or howl in excessive, continuous, or untimely fashion

4.
5.

6.

disturbing the peace and quiet of any person who may reside in reasonable
proximity of the place where such animal is kept.
B.

Upon a complaint from a resident concerning a nuisance animal being received
and verified by the Police Department, the owner or keeper of such animal shall

be given written notice by the department to take appropriate measures to ensure
the behavior of the animal is modified or controlled. If the owner or keeper fails
to take such measures, then said owner or keeper shall be issued a citation for

failure to control a nuisance animal. Failure to control a nuisance animal shall be
a

Class " C"

misdemeanor. (

Ord. No. 2011- 633, Sec. 1.)

6. 12. 08 Wild or exotic animals
A.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain, sell, or have in their
possession or under their control, within the corporate limits of the city of
Clarksville, Arkansas, any wild or exotic animal, whether the animal is pure bred,

hybrid or a mixed breed, including but not limited to the following:
90. 3

S- 47

B.

1.

Any

2.

Ape, chimpanzee, gibbon, gorilla, orangutan, and siamang;

3.

Baboon;

4.

Bear;

5.

Cheetah, tiger;

6.
7.

Alligator, crocodile;
Coyote, wolf, hyena;

8.

Elephant;

9.

Jaguar, leopard, lion, lynx;

poisonous animals;

10.

Monkey;

11.

Piranha fish;

12.

Puma, cougar, mountain lion, panther;

13.

Rhinoceros;

14.

Deer

The animals listed in subsection( A) are specific animals or reptiles, but the

prohibitions of this section are not limited to those animals or reptiles listed. Any
wild or exotic animal or reptile, although not listed specifically in this subsection,
is also prohibited. A violation of this section shall be a Class " C" misdemeanor.
Ord. No. 2011- 634, Sec. 1.)

CHAPTER 6. 16

SELLING OF ANIMALS
Sections:
6. 16. 01

Prohibited

6. 16. 02

Penalty

6. 16. 01 Prohibited Except for established animal business enterprises with permanent

structures, and the Johnson County Humane Society, the sale, distribution and giving away of
animals from public property and from commercially and industrially zoned land is prohibited.
Ord. No. 2008- 573, Sec. 1.)

6. 16. 02 Penaltv Any person found to have violated this ordinance shall be guilty of a
be punishable by a fine of One Hundred Dollars ($ 100. 00); Two
Hundred Dollars ($200. 00) for the second offense; and Three Hundred Dollars ($300. 00) for the

misdemeanor which shall

third offense and each offense thereafter. Each day a person violates this ordinance shall be
considered a separate offense. ( Ord.

No. 2008- 573, Sec. 2.)
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